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Summaries

Justitiële verkenningen (Judicial explorations) is published six times a

year by the Research and Documentation Centre of the Dutch Minis-

try of Justice and Security in cooperation with Boom juridisch. Each

issue focuses on a central theme related to judicial policy. The section

Summaries contains abstracts of the internationally most relevant

articles of each issue. The central theme of this issue (no. 2, 2019) is

Independent research.

Public research organizations at an appropriate distance. Reliable
policy-relevant research as a shared responsibility
Gijs Diercks and Paul Diederen

Governments have a great need for policy-relevant research. The

Dutch government obtains part of this research from the so-called

state knowledge institutions: public research organizations that sup-

port ministries in the preparation and implementation of policy. To be

able to provide reliable research, state knowledge institutions must be

able to act independently and with integrity. But to be policy-relevant,

they must maintain in close contact with ministries. Proper handling

of this tension does not only requires ‘hard’ formal rules, procedures

and codes of conduct, but also ‘soft’ informal institutions, such as

awareness, dialogue, education, and culture. Implementing this is a

shared responsibility of both the research organizations and the min-

istries.

Why don’t you do what we ask? On commissioned scientific
research
Henk Elffers

Those who commission scientific research sometimes try to influence

what and how the researcher executes the project, or to influence the

outcomes. The scientific community utterly rejects such practices. The

author discusses the diametrically different opinions on what is

acceptable in the relation between those who commission scientific

research and those that accept such a commission.
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Commissioned research and other in the legal domain. A personal
view from the sociology of law
Nick Huls

In this article the author asserts, based on his own experiences in this

field, that the independence of research and researchers is not a given,

but must always be conquered and defended. He relates the necessity

of doing commissioned research to developments in Dutch legal aca-

demia and describes its strengths and weaknesses. He then makes the

comparison with ‘pure’ academic research. He shows that most lec-

turers must fight and defend their independence against all sorts of

developments within the modern university. There is not much room

anymore to do one’s own free research. He concludes that neither aca-

demic nor commissioned research takes place in a vacuum without

power relations.

Message from a velvet cage. On a police researcher’s discomfort
Guus Meershoek

Dutch police research is predominantly of a policy supporting or eval-

uative nature. Significant publications, such as those that started

police research in the 1970s, are rare. This loss is analyzed in this arti-

cle. Firstly, the author describes how the research community has

changed: police officers who were disillusioned with the organization

and mastered scientific competencies were succeeded by university-

educated researchers who had to earn a position in the police. Sec-

ondly, the police integrated the societal urge for change, transformed

it into a style of management and immunized themselves in this way

against innovation. Thirdly, researchers exchanged social scientific

theories for policy concepts, focusing on efficiency and excluding a

societal perspective on the police. Finally, by recognizing the impact

of research as a criterion of success, researchers relinquished their

judgment on the quality of their research to police managers.

Improvement of the situation depends first of all on the creativity and

boldness of researchers.

The new Dutch Code of Conduct for Research Integrity
Antoine Hol

The new Dutch Code of Conduct for Research Integrity (2018) offers

an important document for strengthening good research practices. It

can be used in training researchers, informing the general public on
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standards guaranteeing trustworthiness of scientific research and han-

dling allegations of misconduct in this research. The code departs

from a set of principles worked out in standards describing the do’s

and don’ts of good research practice. The Dutch code distinguishes

itself for amongst others having a special section on duties of care of

the organization where researchers are appointed. The organization

has special responsibilities to give support to its researchers to

develop good research practice and to foster a research culture in

which dilemmas of integrity can be discussed in an open atmosphere.

In this article special attention is paid to the principle of dependency.

It is with regard to this principle that the researcher is most vulnera-

ble, especially when it comes to commissioned research projects. How

can the researcher be supported when dependency and honesty are

under pressure?




