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Everything under control? Turkey and its Islam 
N. Landman  

This article examines the role of Islam in Turkish politics and society since February 1997. That month 
can be regarded as a turning point, as the Turkish military introduced a more hard-line approach 
towards Islamic organisations, which in their view endanger the secular basis of the Turkish Republic. 
In this new approach many Islamic institutions were closed down and their leaders prosecuted. The 
article explores the impact of the new policies on the Islamic parties (the Welfare Party and its 
successor, the Virtue Party) and on the Nurcu movement led by Fethullah Gülen. Next, the 
mainstream forms of islam, which are loyal to Republican values, are discussed. The author concludes 
that the hard-line approach seems to succeed in causing a decline in political Islam, but at a high 
price: the continued dominance of the state in religious life.  

Military, islam and secularism; identity politics in Turkey 
A.K. Yesilkagit  

Since the foundation of the Turkish Republic, the concept of ‘Turk’ has constantly been a matter of 
high politics. Various ideological movements and groups claim the Turkish identity. Identity politics 
take place in the state’s institutions, such as schools, societies of Turkish language and history, and 
universities. This article investigates the role of the Turkish armed forces in the politics of identity. 
Periods of military rule form important arenas for the politics of identity. Two interventions (12 
September 1980 and 28 February 1997) form the cases of this article. The article concludes that if the 
Turkish economy and policy becomes increasingly liberal the role of the armed forces will diminish in 
the politics of identity as the above mentioned institutions of the state no longer have the monopoly 
over the production of symbols and ideas that are instrumental for identity formation.  

Homogenous nation or multi-ethnic society; Turkey and the Kurdish question 
M.M. van Bruinesse  

The events surrounding Abdullah Öcalan’s arrest caused tension between Turks and Kurds but the 
nationalist emotions fanned by the Turkish press have subsided once the press began concentrating 
on other issues, and no serious clashes have taken place. Earlier developments have, however, 
brought forth a more lasting cleavage between Turks and (at least a considerable part of the) Kurds. 
Various forms of emergency rule have been in force in the major Kurdish provinces for more than two 
decades, effectively dividing the country into two zones with different legal regimes. Guerrilla war and 
counter-insurgency operations uprooted numerous Kurdish villagers and turned them into an 
underprivileged urban underclass. The PKK, obeying directives from its imprisoned leader, has 
withdrawn its armed groups from Turkey and renounced the idea of an independent or autonomous 
Kurdish state, speaking of a democratic Turkey and Turkish-Kurdish brotherhood instead. No concrete 
projects of co-operation between Kurds and Turks are in evidence however.Turkey and international 
migration since 1923.  

Honour killings in Turkey; protest against 'traditional killings' 
C.M. van Eck  

This article on honour killings in Turkey focuses on two issues: the Turkish Penal Code in relation to 
honour killings and the criticism in Turkey on honour killings. 
In the Turkish Penal Code there are two articles that give a reduction of sentence when the killing is 



done in order to purify the honour of the family. Article 453 gives a reduction of sentence when an 
illegitimate baby is killed right after birth. Article 462 reduces the imprisonment with 7/8, when the 
killing was done right before, during, or right after a situation of adultery or fornication. In June 1998 for 
the first time in Turkey a book on honour killings was published. This was done by Mehmet Faraç, a 
Turkish journalist. He wrote about five honour killings on girls in the South-Eastern town of Urfa. In 
september 1999 a panel discussion on honour killings was held in Ankara. Lawyers and jurists argued 
that the articles 453 and 462 should be abolished.  

Women's struggle in Turkey; from the late Osman empire until the present day 
N.A.N.M. van Os  

As in so many other countries, Muslim women in the Ottoman Empire, predecessor of the Republic of 
Turkey, made serious efforts to improve their position in society at the turn of the nineteenth century. 
Like the struggle of many women elsewhere theirs did not aim at changing the existing patriarchal 
system as such, but at getting a better place within it. This ‘liberal feminism’ was continued within the 
context of the reforms taking place after the foundation of the Republic of Turkey in 1923. The reforms 
involving changes in the position of women aimed at making them more useful for the patriarchally 
organized, modern and secular society Mustafa Kemal Atatürk wanted to establish and not at their 
individual liberation. A more ‘radical feminism’ aiming at changing the existing patriarchal order 
developed only in the 1980’s. It is also during these years that the Civil Code which had been adopted 
in 1926 started to be criticized for its unequal treatment of men and women.  

Turkey and international migration; 1923-1999 
A. Akgündüz  

This article is about migration to and from Turkey since the establishment of the republic in 1923. The 
topic is studied by dividing the process into two phases: the 1923-1960 period, and the 1961-1999 
period. Within each of these phases migratory movements are grouped according to destination, that 
is, to and from Turkey. Type, size, nature, causes and ethno-religious composition of each migratory 
movement are also specified. The article indicates that up to 1960, Turkey experienced both 
immigration of Turks and other Muslims and emigration of non-Muslims, for mainly non-economic 
reasons. Turkey observed no inflows or outflows of people due to mainly economic factors, except the 
emigration of working-class Jews to Israel in the initial years of the foundation of the Israeli state. 
Moreover, Turkey was an immigration country in the first period. From 1961 onward however, Turkey 
has experienced almost all conceivable forms of international migration. On the one hand: migration of 
high-level manpower to the West; labour migration to Western Europe, and both its subsequent 
transformation into permanent settlement and return migration; the perpetuation of the migration to 
Western Europe initially as family reunification and then family formation; asylum applications in 
Europe; temporary labour migration to oil-rich Arab countries; and, emigration mainly for non-
economic reasons. On the other hand: immigration for mainly non-economic reasons; temporary 
labour migration from some former socialist countries of the Balkans; the formal entries of refugees 
with the help of the UNHCR; and spontaneous entries of refugees from mainly Iran and Iraq. Also, in 
this period Turkey is less an immigration country and more an emigration country.  
 


