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Summaries 

The pornographic context of sexual offense cases; current sexual morality considered 
J.C.J. Boutellier  

In this article the author describes the social cultural context in which current sexual offenses take 
place. He states that in a era of unprecedented openness as regards to sexuality, childpornography 
and pedosexuality raise a lot of moral discontent. The author draws attention to modern, much 
demanding relationships that are under the constant threat of termination. For a lot of men this 
pressure is hard to handle. They are incapable of intimacy and are thus driven into isolation, while 
their sexual experience, nourished by the pornographic appeal by media and the sex industry, 
becomes compulsive. The omnipresent pornography on the one hand and the equality within 
relationships on the other leads to the paradoxal situation for men that sexual lust can be experienced 
in an uninhibited way in a situation that demands a lot more selfcontrol as regards to women. Within 
that context, according to the author, sexual violence appears as a desperate attempt by some men to 
establish their sexual identity at the cost of women and children. The discontent that is generated by 
the current pornographic culture becomes acute in its excesses like child pornography which is 
violently criticized.  

Forced prostitution of girls 
R.A.R. Bullens and J.E. van Horn  

Although the number of female juvenile prostitutes increases, not much systematic research has been 
done to gain more insight into the trafficking of young girls. The main object of this study is to present 
some preliminary findings of the processes (i.e., grooming, incorporation, and maintenance) that 
underlie the trafficking of juvenile girls for prostitution. Police records of 16 young prostitutes were 
analysed. Results show that the girls were recruited by so-called 'lover boys' who applied various 
seduction techniques to make the girls fall in love with the pimps. In general, the girls were 
incorporated into prostitution by means of physical violence. To protect and secure their income and 
organisation, the pimps used a wide range of techniques of which the use of physical violence can be 
considered the most effective.  

Young sex offenders; types, patterns of recidivism and criminal carreers 
A.Ph. van Wijk  

In this article the author discusses the personality traits and patterns of recidivism of young sex 
offenders. He starts by providing an overview of foreign research in which offender typologies are 
either based on personal backgrounds of the offenders (from experimental behavior to obsessive 
aggression) or on different types of offences: hands-off offences like exhibitionism and hands-on 
offences like rape and abuse. As regards to patterns of recidivism: especially hands -off offenders have 
a high rate of recidivism. The author discusses the fact that little research into young sex offenders 
has been done in Holland. On the basis of research done by the author himself he makes a difference 
between generalists (committing all kinds of offenses) and specialists (committing only sex offences). 
Especially generalists show criminal carreers. The group of specialists is very small.  

Young sex offenders; types, patterns of recidivism and criminal carreers 
A.Ph. van Wijk  



In this article the author discusses the personality traits and patterns of recidivism of young sex 
offenders. He starts by providing an overview of foreign research in which offender typologies are 
either based on personal backgrounds of the offenders (urge to experiment to obsessive aggression) 
or on the different sorts of offenses: hands-off offenses like exhibitionism and hands-onn offenses like 
rape and abuse. As regards to patterns of recidivism: especially hands-off offenders have a high rate 
of recidivism. Furthermore, the author discusses the fact that little research has been done in Holland 
into young sex offenders. On the basis of research done by the author himself he makes a 
differerence between generalists (committing all kinds of offenses) and specialists ('specialising' in sex 
offenses). Especially generalists have criminal carreers. The group of specialists is very small.  

The treatment of juvenile sex offenders 
J. Hendriks and B.J. van Roozendaal  

This article presents a survey of the possibilities for treatment of juvenile sex offenders in the 
Netherlands. These possibilities vary from relatively light forms of training to intensive and protracted 
intra-mural forms of treatment. A number of cases is described in order to illustrate what kinds of 
treatment might be suitable for specific types of juvenile sex offenders. A lot of factors are involved in 
matching a juvenile sex offender to a specific type of training and treatment. According to the authors 
a good matching can only take place on the basis of a personality assessment. The risk of a relapse 
and the chances of a further negative development of the juvenile sex offender should be indicators 
for the kind of treatment given. Predicting recidivism should take place on the basis of static factors, 
personality factors, family factors and crime-related factors.  

Reporting sexual offenses; a survey of juvenile victims 
S. Meuwese  

Reporting to the police of sexual offenses by youngsters is complicated within the Dutch legal system 
by the formal condition of a official complaint to be lodged by the young victim (between the age of 12 
and 16 years), his/her parents as legal representatives and the (governmental) Child Protection Board. 
There are some key elements which determine the willingness to report a sexual offense to the police: 
the position and age of the minor; the formal complaint procedure; the role of the therapists and social 
workers; the expertise at the police force; the social context: the role of the society at large. A survey 
among youngsters (some with and some without any experience as victims of sexual offenses) shows 
that the willingness to report a sexual offense to the police is rather great: 44% of youngsters with 
experience with sexual offenses and 72% of youngsters without any experience with sexual offenses. 
64% of youngsters without any experience wants the perpetrator to be punished. Even the position of 
the victim in the framework of a penal procedure has been improved over the last years, a victim 
particularly is a useful witness for the investigation and prosecution authorities. For a young person it 
is still a enormous burden to report a perpetrator to the police, as in most cases she/he has a 
dependent position in relation to the perpetrator. The complaint procedure will be soon abolished in 
case of sexual abuse of youngsters for prostitution.  

Childpornography and child abuse; problems in investigation 
C.S. Groeneveld  

In this article the author tries to explain some of the difficulties and dilemmas from the police practice 
in dealing with the sexual abuse of children and childpornography (on the Internet). The amount of 
childpornography on the Internet is enormous. A Canadian estimation mentions about 1.000.000 
childpornographic pictures on the Internet. The members of the Childpornograpy and Pedophile Unit 
of the National Crime Intelligence Unit in Zoetermeer support the regional policeforces with questions 
concerning childpornograpy and pedophilia. In this unit the National Childpornograpy Database is 
operative with over 170.000 childpornographic pictures, mostly from the Internet. With the use of that 
database a lot of questions by the regional policeforces can be answered, if they have seized 
childpornographic material. An increasing number of pedophiles uses computers to have contact with 
other pedophiles or to download or spread childpornographic material and the difficulties in dealing 
with that problem are described in the article. Also described are the legislation on childpornography 
and childabuse and the difficulties that arise from that legislation and the finding of enough evidence 
for childabuse. Because a lot of pedophiles are using computer material (the Internet) to communicate 



and to download and sometimes to spread childpornographic pictures, the expertise of the policemen 
and women who are dealing with the sexual abuse of children should be increased in this area.  

Evidence in sexual abuse cases; young victims' testimonies 
E. Rassin  

Sexual abuse cases are regularly characterised by scarcity of evidence. Often, the victim's statement 
is the only piece of evidence on which the judge has to base his decision. Therefore, the truthfulness 
of victim's testimonies is of great importance, along with the quality of experts' evaluations of 
credibility. This contribution focuses on factors that may influence the truthfulness of testimonies made 
by sexual abuse victims. Furthermore, it addresses the process of credibility assessment. It is argued 
that victims' testimonies are oftentimes coloured by post-hoc misinformation. Credibility assessment 
by behavioural scientists is argued to lack accuracy in that it yields a substantial number of false 
positive decisions (i.e., calling false statements true). Finally, judges seem to handle the rules of 
evidence rather loosely in the case of sexual abuse, resulting in an increase in the frequency of 
convictions, but, at the same time, compromising the presumption of innocence.  

Supervision of 'pedosexual' offenders; English and American practices and their possible use 
for the Netherlands 
Ed. Leuw  

Some recent cases of sexual killings of children has instigated a socio-political debate about 
preventive measures to be taken against offenders with previous records of such types of crime. 
Target-hardening, incapacitation, treatment and monitoring (supervision and control) may be viewed 
as the major security measures. Up till now only very limited legal possibilities exist for a strategy of 
limiting the hazards of sexually violent offenders known to the Dutch justice system. Recently 
established legal frameworks and practices in the US and in England may offer useful models for more 
effective preventive strategies in the Netherland. In the US a widescale practice of community 
notification has been adopted, while the most dangerous subgroup of violent and 'disturbed' offenders 
can be prolongedly incapacitated by means of civil commitment. In England a new body of legislation 
and practice has been developped which mainly operates on the principles of community treatment 
and supervision enforced within a penal law context. Probably the English model of integrative social 
control fits much better in the densely populated and closely knit Dutch society than the more 
exclusionary American practices. Tough supervision and support programs based upon consistent risk 
assessment of sexually violent 'pedosexual' offenders is proposed as the most suitable intervention 
within the Dutch context. Legal possibilities will have to be expanded for this purpose.  


