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Editorial 

In the last 20 years 'organised crime' is seen as a major threat to post-industrial societies. When the 
concept of 'organised crime' is used it includes a lot of illegal activities and practices like corruption, 
illegal trade, Mafia-networks, fraud, organised violence and so on. For that reason, criminologists put a 
lot of energy in defining the concept of organised crime. Despite their efforts, there is a lot of 
mystification in the phenomenon and in the ways this phenomenon can be tackled. It is important to 
distinguish between the issue of organisation (groups, networks), the character of the illegal activities 
(illegal trade, violence), the relation with legal enterprises (corruption, fraud), and the international 
aspects. It seems that the concept of organised crime is too vague from an analytical point of view. 

This issue of the European Journal on Criminal Policy and Research concentrates on an important 
aspect of what usually is characterised as 'organised crime' , that is to say its illegal economic 
character. Nikos Passas  emphasises in the first article the role legal actors. Speaking of an illegal 
economy one's mind turns - according to the author - immediately to illegal enterprises and the 
stereotypical 'organised criminals' both at the domestic and international levels. A small number of 
observers have been pointing out that there is plenty of evidence that the latter interface frequently 
and symbiotically with legal actors. However, almost completely left out of the picture are a plethora of 
cases, in which legitimate enterprises systematically break the law, often assisted by professional 
criminals. 

Instead, these are systematic, sophisticated and extremely costly crimes committed by professionals, 
such as accountants, lawyers, politicians, civil servants and top corporate executives. Examples of 
such criminal networks and practices include insider trading, commercial corruption, price-fixing, as 
well as a variety of frauds. Nikos Passas seeks to draw attention to this type of criminal 
entrepreneurial activities by focusing on accounting fraud. This sort of fraudulent practice involves the 
communication and publication of false or misleading figures about a company's accounts, financial 
health and prospects. 

Tiggey May and Michael Hough report on an important illegal market and the interaction between law 
enforcing policies and trade characteristics. They examine the impact of low-level police enforcement 
on two British drug markets, and the adaptations to enforcement made by sellers and buyers. Despite 
the size of the illicit drugs market, little is known about the structure of the distribution process, the way 
in which the market responds to changes in supply and demand, and the impact of enforcement. 
Assuming that drug control strategies can have at least a degree of impact on drug prices, it is 
important to consider how such changes will affect levels of consumption. Two distinct markets were 
researched, a 'closed shop' and a more 'active market' . The authors' suggestions about approaches 
to tackling drug markets fall into two categories. Firstly, how police forces can increase arrests of drug 
sellers and secondly the ways in which the criminal justice system and treatment providers can work 
together to improve access to services for drug users. 

Alexis Aronowitz informs about another form of illegal trade, trafficking in human beings, and the 
relation with the economy and migration policy. In response to the increasing problem of migrants 
being smuggled and trafficked world-wide and the growing involvement of criminal organisations in this 
practice, the UN developed a Global Programme Against Trafficking in Human Beings in March 1999. 
The projects of this programme focus on countries of origin, transit and destination. Smuggling and 
trafficking in migrants could not have grown to such proportions if it were not supported by powerful 
market forces. The increased demand for migrant labour coupled with stricter entry controls or 
requirements, and the diminishing of legal channels for entering destination countries. The push 
towards illegal migration is fuelled in the source countries by severe economic conditions, ethnic wars 



and little future perspective. Safety and economic security in the richer countries make them attractive 
destinations. 

People continue to strive towards a more positive future in other countries and there are those who will 
provide the illegal mechanisms to facilitate the migration. In the best case scenario, smuggled 
individuals become illegal migrants; in the worst they become victims of trafficking and are subjected 
to exploitative conditions. The illicit migration movement can be viewed as an illegal market. The 
smuggling/trafficking process generates profits in its own right. Further, the hidden markets, many of 
them (semi-)legal, profit from the use of illegal, cheap labour, thereby intersecting with the criminals 
who smuggle and traffic illegal migrants. Individuals who employ and exploit illegal migrants range 
from legal 'entrepreneurs' to organised crime networks. 

Nestor Courakis takes Greece as a typical example of the evolution now taking place in the field of 
financial crime. In recent years, there has been the feeling that in general, crimes committed in Europe 
and other developed countries elsewhere have acquired a clearly financial focus, the main goal being 
the acquisition of economic wealth. Even in cases where a crime is committed for a seemingly 
negligible amount of money, the motive will still be shaped by financial considerations, any envisaged 
benefits being proportional to the offender's perceived personal needs as well as to his present 
situation, such as theft committed by a drug addict in order to secure payment for his dose. Many 
cases of financial crime are settled out of court or never followed up, a fact usually due to the 
unwillingness of the victims to take legal action, thereby avoiding their possible conflict with the 
financially powerful. 

Accounting fraud by legal actors, the illegal drug market and its interaction with drug policies, the 
trafficking in human beings and the relation with official policies and labour market interests, and the 
financial character of much of nowadays crime give together an interesting picture of the importance of 
an economic perspective on the crime problem in 2001. 

 In the Current Issues section attention turns to an evaluation of the security measures of the 
European Football Championships 2000. It seems that safety policy was quite successful, but 
the relatively harmless championship can also have been an effect of the course of the football 
matches. 


