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Summary 
In the report, an estimate is presented of the number of illegal aliens residing in the 
Netherlands, in the period April 2005 – April 2006. 
In the spring of 2006, an inventory study was undertaken into methods of estimating the 
number of illegal aliens in the Netherlands. It emerged from this study that there are two 
suitable methods for producing the estimates. These two methods are: 
- Estimates based purely on the illegals registered in PSH-V police enforcement records; 
these estimates were established according to a method identical to previous estimates 
of numbers of illegals from the period 1997-2003; 
- Estimates based on linking the files of GBA (municipal records), HKS (criminal 
investigation records) and PSH-V. This method is new. 
The first method of producing an estimate is discussed in the following chapters. 
Contrary to our plans, the second method has not yet been shown to result in stable 
estimates. The method has not yet been fully developed. 
For making an estimate on the basis of the first method, use was made of data on 
illegal aliens from the PSH-V registration system managed by the Task Organisation 
for Alien Care (Taakorganisatie Vreemdelingenzorg, TOV) of the Dutch Police. In these 
estimates is aimed for the greatest possible comparability with the method according to 
which estimates of numbers of illegal aliens were carried out for the period 1997-2003. 
This method results in an estimate of 88,116 illegal non-Europeans. With a reliability 
of 95%, it may be stated that the total is somewhere between 62,320 and 113,912. For 
European illegal aliens, the estimate is 40,791; with a 95% reliability interval of between 
12,000 and 70,000. If these estimates are added together, the total is 128,907 illegal 
aliens. For estimates of the number of non-European illegal aliens, no statistically 
significant drop or increase have been noted. 
The estimated number of illegal aliens having completed an asylum procedure within 
one year before the last time they were stopped (by the police) is approximately 8,500. 
As concerns the European illegal aliens, the estimate now carried out shows a 
considerable drop as compared with the annual estimate of the number of illegals 
carried out in 2004, for the period 1997-2003. Due to the expansion of the number of 
countries that are Member States of the EU, it is logical that there should be fall in the 
number of European illegal aliens. 
In connection with the imminent entry of Rumania and Bulgaria to the EU, estimates 
have also been made of the number of illegal Bulgarians and Rumanians. The estimated 
number of illegal Bulgarians is 15,403 and the estimated number of illegal Rumanians is 
6,782. 
 


